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Our free society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Much of the daily 


ress, news weeklies and radio cater to the material and sensational, 


yielding to the many pressures that play upon narrow provincialism and national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic 
practice and a rational defense system. The mass media, therefore, are not adequate for the lay mind which would maintain its dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth. For this more discern- 
ing public, Between The Lines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, which provide a greater insight into the crucial 


issues of the day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and communism 
and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?”’ 


When a beautiful and successful 
actress is struck down, after a mas- 
toid operation, with a partial facial 
paralysis that rendered her unable 
to speak for two years, she could 
not be expected to worry about 
much of anything but her own re- 
covery. But Broadway star Helen 
Menken did not wait for full recov- 
ery to take up a busy schedule. As 
soon as she could speak again, even 
though her facial paralysis persist- 
ed, Helen Menken went to work on 
an active volunteer program. 


She helped organize the Society 
for the Rehabilitation of the Facially 
Disfigured to bring courage and 
material aid to many handicapped 
persons. “Whatever knowledge and 
experience one has should be passed 
along to others,” she explained. 


Both her parents were deaf- 
mutes and, during her brilliant the- 
atrical career, she taught lip read- 
ing in schools for the deaf as well 
as at the Institute for the Crippled 
and Disabled. Now that she is un- 
able to teach lip-reading, she works 
for these organizations on an ad- 
ministrative level—bringing a unique 
understanding of their problems. 

Helen Menken (in private life, 
Mrs. George N. Richard) also 
works diligently as president of the 
American Theater Wing, particu- 
larly on the scholarship program, 
and as a trustee of the American 
Shakespeare Festival Theater. She 
may soon be able to return to the 
stage herself, but even so she will 
continue her volunteer activities. 
“If you feel needed, that’s more 
important than anything else.” 

In every community there are 
similar needs: crippled children to 
be taken to the dentist or the bar- 
ber or on outings; elderly people 
and blind people who need help on 
errands or small attentions; psychi- 
atric wards in hospitals that need 
someone to come in to play the 
piano or lead in group singing. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE ONE SHINING LIGHT OF THE HOUR is the recognition by 

every statesman and most of the world that the United Nations is the 
one avenue of escape from the threat of atomic war. President Eisenhower 
has voiced this attitude in repeated declarations that he sent the Marines 
to Lebanon only until the United Nations could take over the situation. 
The stark facts of the nuclear age are teaching man that there is no sub- 
stitute for unity and brotherhood. 


HERE IS NO DANGER OF WAR WITH RUSSIA: We adhere to 

this long held, determined belief despite the ebb and flow of war 
fevers. For events could hardly be moving more favorably for the Krem- 
lin and according to the Marxist concept of history. The Communists do 
not want war; they want revolution, and revolution comes where progress 
is blocked. 

MOSCOW HAS SUCCEEDED IN HOLDING THE LEAD on 
all peace efforts which is enormously impressive to most people of the 
world who fear atomic war far more than they fear communism. The 
Soviet keeps the lead on peace-making by continuing to demand an end 
to atomic tests, irrespective of the status quo of disarmament agreements, 
and by calling for Summit talks and peace conferences every time interna- 
tional tensions reach a new peak. 

WHEN U. S. ARMED FORCES SWARMED into Lebanon, 
Moscow might just as legally have moved segments of Soviet arms into 
Northern Iran, even into Syria. For we had intervened within a few hun- 
dred miles of the Russian frontier. (Suppose Russia had landed troops in 
Guatemala?) But the wily Khrushchev strengthened the southern frontier 
and called for a World Peace Conference! 

The Russians never forget the powerful impact of the world’s 
longing for peace. Most certainly the Kremlin has a strong department of 
peace propagandists. Irrespective of our judgment of their sincerity, they 
put immense pressure behind peace propaganda far more often than they 
emphasize their military might. We, by contrast, continuously present 
ourselves to mankind in the image of a bull-necked military stalwart 
ready to hurl the forces of massive destruction at any part of the globe 
where things do not move to our liking. There seems to be no peace voice 
in Washington, no authoritative honored figure commissioned to watch 
for, work for paths toward understanding and new grounds of agreement. 
For a while Harold Stassen served in something of that capacity, but the 
military and political extremists never ceased knifing him. often dishon- 
estly, until his usefulness had been utterly destroyed by the lack of any 
support in official Washington. 


HE KREMLIN USES HISTORY to aid the cause of communism 

while so much of our shaHow sensational reporting and our mili- 
tary political policy ignores history. British and French propaganda has 
flooded the world with the falsehood that the Arabic peoples are entirely 
incapable of self-rule, hopelessly divided and incurably primitive. To the 
contrary, the Arabic-speaking peoples are kin in race and religion with a 
common language, closely related culture, ancient and rich in many ways. 
The Arabic world extends across North Africa, through Egypt, over old 


Palestine and Syria, Lebanon, Jordon, Iraq and across the Arabic peninsula. 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Britain’s Health Service 


As Britain’s National Health 
Service began its second decade re- 
cently, it drew praise from its for- 
mer Opponents and recognition by 
all that it is there to stay. Though 
first put into practice by a Labor 
Government, the idea for this post- 
war health program originated with 
Lord Beveridge in 1942 and was ac- 
cepted by Churchill’s wartime co- 
alition Government. And it has been 
largely administered by the Con- 
servatives. 

On the completion of the Health 
Service’s first ten years, Health Min- 
ister Derek Walker-Smith expressed 
the Conservative position thus, “So 
far the Health Service has justified 
itself and yielded very good results.” 

The British Medical Assn., which 
criticizes certain administrative fea- 
tures of the Health Service, stated 
that “It has been an enormous ben- 
efit and success.” A prominent doc- 
tor commented that everyone was 
for it but the “lunatic fringe.” 

Few in Britain would say the sys- 
tem has no faults. But almost no 
one would abolish it. The British 
Government and the British medi- 
cal profession have earnestly worked 
to improve the system, weed out 
abuses, etc. A most important fea- 
ture envisaged in the initial plan- 
ning has not yet been implemented. 
It had been expected that local 
health centers would be developed 
for general practice, consulting 
rooms, laboratory tests, etc. But 
since these centers have not mate- 
rialized, such services are still cen- 
tered in the hospitals and this has 
put a much greater strain on hospi- 
tal resources than had been antici- 
pated. And it has not been possible 
to build a single new hospital in 
Britain since World War II. 

But the existent hospitals have 
been expanded, modernized, re- 
equipped and better staffed. Today 
these hospitals treat 25 per cent 
more patients than before the war; 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Britain’s Health Service 


(continued) 
the number of consultants and spe- 
cialists in the Health Service hospi- 
tals has risen 30 per cent; the num- 
ber of doctors in general practice 
has increased about 20 per cent. 
Hence it has been possible to dis- 
courage a physician from having 
too many patients on his list and 
there is now better geographical dis- 
tribution of doctors. Partnerships 
and group practice are encouraged 
by the Health Service and wel- 
comed by the doctors. One of the 
most serious problems the Health 
Service faced in its initial years 
was that many Britons had never 
before had medical or dental serv- 
ices of any kind and so the backed- 
up repair work was tremendous. As 
the general level of health is raised, 
the demands become more normal. 

The Health Service is not com- 
pulsory, however, and all Britons 
are free to call on doctors inde- 
pendently of it. Actually, in prac- 
tice, almost everybody (97 per cent 
of the population) uses the Health 
Service, and 95 per cent of Britain’s 
doctors serve in it. 

These facts are published rou- 
tinely in British newspapers and 
magazines. This information has 
also been released to the American 
press, but few of our papers print 
the positive side of Britain’s health 
program. 

The American Medical Assn. 
continues to exert all its influence 
to keep this information quiet and 
to fight in the most primitive fash- 
ion all forms of pre-paid medical 
service. Currently the fight centers 
on the Miners’ medical program. 


THE HEIFER PROJECT, INC., 
recently sent a 17 year old girl, 
Miss Beverly Hill, with the group 
which took a plane load of pure- 
bred calves to Ankara, Turkey. This 
is the first time that a “cow-girl” has 
accompanied livestock shipped out 
by the Heifer Project, an inter- 
faith relief and rehabilitation or- 
ganization sending contributed live- 
stock and poultry to war-ruined and 
agriculturally underdeveloped or 
impoverished countries. During 
1957 it distributed to 25 countries a 
total of 791 cattle, 665 sheep, 338 
goats, nearly 100,000 chicks and 
hatching eggs. Not all of these gifts 
came from the United States, Eng- 
land or Canada. The unique princi- 
ple in the Heifer Project is the plan 
to pass on to others the first-born 
offsprings. When a farmer in Pol- 
and has his first calf or lamb, he 
gives it to another farmer in need. 








Think On These Things, a book 
of drawings and pertinent para- 
graphs by Charles A. Wells, is 
available at $1. per copy in 
attractive heavy paper binding. 
Order from Between The Lines 
Press, Demarest, N. J. 











X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


THE LONGING FOR ARABIC NATIONAL UNITY became 
articulate when their oppression under the Ottoman Empire was ended 
with World War I. During that conflict, when Turkey allied herself 
with Germany, Britain played upon Arabian nationalism by promising the 
Arabs an independent nation in return for an Arab Revolt against Turkey. 
The promised Arab kingdom was to have its capital in Damascus and 
include most of the Arabian peninsula, Palestine, Iraq, Syria. The Arab 
Revolt, guided by a corps of British officers, including the famed Col. T. 
E. Lawrence, tied down about 65,000 Turkish troops. 

THE ARABS WERE BETRAYED by the British, even before the 
war was over, through the secret Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916, whereby 
Britain, France and Czarist Russia privately planned a postwar division of 
the Arab world. France was to have unchallenged control of Syria (includ- 
ing Lebanon which had long been a part of Syria); Britain was to have 
similar authority in Palestine and Iraq where oil had already been dis- 
covered; Czarist Russia was to get Constantinople and adjacent areas. 

The Sykes-Picot Agreement was published by the Bolsheviks when 
they overthrew the Czarist Government, and the Arab world was on fire 
over the betrayal. This was the Communists’ first move to encourage Arab 
nationalism. Despite the news of the betrayal, the Allied peace conference 
at San Remo in April, 1920, assigned the mandate for Syria (including 
Lebanon) to France; and the mandate for Iraq and Palestine to Britain. But 
the Syrian National Congress had already proclaimed its national inde- 
pendence, and the French Army had to put down a Syrian rebellion, 
slaughtering thousands of poorly armed and unarmed Syrians. 


Concurrently, Britain was having trouble in Iraq which also op- 
posed any curb on full Arab independence. The British fought down a 
bloody Iraq rebellion in which 2,500 British soldiers lost their lives and 
thousands of Arabs died. The British carved out the artificial princedom of 
Transjordan (now Jordan) as a military base from which they could guard 
both the route to their new oil treasures and their lifeline to India. The 
British then put puppet kings on the thrones of Iraq and Jordan, and 
provided a subsidy for Jordan along with British officers for Jordan’s 
Army. The British had been in military occupation of Egypt since 1882, 

The only part of the Arab world that kept its independence was 
desert Arabia (now Saudi Arabia) which was almost inaccessible to the 
outside world. In 1936 U. S. prospectors had found oil in Saudi Arabia, 
and the U. S. echoed the British policy of divide-and-rule. “Let no Arab 
leader or province get strong enough to interfere with our separate oil 
deals or our access to the area” — this has been the theme of British-U. S. 
Mideast diplomacy, even after these nations achieve nominal independence. 

When France took over her mandate of Syria, Mount Lebanon 
(refuge of the Maronite Roman Catholics) was detached from Syria, along 
with several Moslem districts of Syria, and the new state of Lebanon was 
formed in 1926. The aim of the French was to create a predominately 
Christian Arab state which would give France a foothold after the man- 
dates ended (at the close of World War II). 

Thus France evolved a constitution for Lebanon designed to pre- 
serve the French (Christian, non-Moslem) character of the state by re- 
quiring that the President of the Republic should be a Christian and that 
other Government offices be apportioned strictly between Christians and 
Moslems. The basis for this apportionment was the French-controlled 
census of 1932 which showed the Christians to have a 55-45 per cent 
majority over the Moslems. Since then the Moslems have insisted that 
their population outnumbers the Christians, but the Christians, who hold 
the balance of power, refuse to permit a new census. Whether President 
Eisenhower intended to or not, on the record he has sent the Marines in 
to save a politician, President Chamoun, who does not even have the sup- 
port of his own Parliament or Army, many of whom have protested the 
presence of American troops. 


The history of this generation of the Arab world makes plain that 
millions of Arabs have been waiting for “a man on a white horse” who 
would unite them, overthrow their foreign-sponsored puppet kings, re- 
organze their wealth so that the people might possess their own heritage. 
The U. S., prodded by the oil interests, tried to popularize King Saud, a 
lecherous primitive representative of the lowest type of Mohammedanism. 
By contrast, Nasser of Egypt is a Moslem reformist with one wife and ed- 
ucated liberated daughters compared to the concubinage of Saud’s house- 
hold. For all his raw tactics and brutal methods in promoting Pan-Arabian- 
ism, Nasser is on the white horse and 40 million Arabs are eager to 
follow him. 


(For further examination of the background of the Mideast crisis, the following books 
are useful: Heritage of the Desert by Harry B. Ellis, Ronald Press, ‘56; Moslems on the March 
by F. W. Fernau, Knopf, ‘54; History of the Arabs, by Philip K. Hitti, Macmillan ‘52; The Arab 
World by Nejla Izzeddino, Henry Regnery, ‘53; The Middle East, Oil and the Great Powers by 
Benjamin Shwadran, Praeger, ‘55; Desert Enterprise —The Middle East Oil Industry by D. H. Finnie, 
Harvard Univ. ‘58. Your library should be able to get them.) 


(continued on NEXT page) 


Russian Legal Reforms 

Noted legal scholars and leading 
Soviet jurists are asking for the re- 
form of legal practices and court 
procedures in Russia as a guarantee 
against the miscarriages of justice 
that occurred during the Stalin era. 
The renowned I. D. Perlov has 
charged — in an article in the pe- 
riodical “Soviet State and Law” — 
that the excessive centralization of 
the Soviet’s legal machinery had 
destroyed the independence of the 
courts and frustrated justice. He 
holds that the chief prosecutors in 
the Soviet Union should be appoint- 
ed by the different Soviet Republics, 
through their separate Parliaments, 
rather than by the nation’s chief 
prosecutor in Moscow. Dr. Perlov 
accuses the Soviet legal system of 
the past of being victimized by po- 
litical pressure in Moscow. 

A sharp attack on “Illegality in 
the Courts” during the Stalin period 
was written by another internation- 
ally known legal scholar, A. S. 
Shlyapochnikov and also published 
in “Soviet State and Law.” This 
“illegality” refers to the system of 
making laws by decree which pre- 
vailed under Stalin. He quoted ad- 
missions by the Communist party 
that, while Stalin ruled, Govern- 
ment organs were limited in their 
powers and that “the range of ques- 
tions submitted to them for discus- 
sion and decision in the courts were 
curtailed without justification.” Sta- 
lin made laws and repealed them 
without any recourse to the repre- 
sentatives of the Soviet Republic or 
the Soviet legislative establishments. 

This movement towards a reform 
of Soviet jurisprudence reveals the 
extent to which the power of the 
Communist party over the every- 
day lives of the people has been 
weakened during recent years. The 
party rulers remain supreme within 
the party and the party still rules, 
but the legal profession is reas- 
serting its responsibility and author- 
ity to safeguard the legal rights of 
the people and the sanctity of the 
courts without party interference. 


ALCOHOLISM IN’ RUSSIA: 
The Soviet medical profession is 
campaigning against alcoholism and 
drunkenness. Soviet publications 
have recently featured many arti- 
cles by doctors and public health 
authorities which include data on 
the relation of alcohol to diseases 
of the heart, kidney and liver and 
to various forms of malignancy. It 
is also pointed out that 50 per cent 
of all accidents and 30 per cent of 
all crimes in the Soviet are connect- 
ed with intoxication. Public health 
authorities are urging the establish- 
ment of “Good-Living Societies” 
which popularize total abstinence 
and good health habits. The Soviet 
state health authorities are urging 
that theatrical and TV programs 
eliminate drinking scenes. 











East German Pressures 
We recently reported the meet- 
ing in East Berlin of Communist 
party leaders associated with edu- 
cation in East Germany and of 
their effort to restore Marxist party 
discipline to the East German 
educational institutions. 


There has been no attempt to 
disguise the fact that the faculties 
and students in the East German 
schools have shown increasing re- 
sistance to Marxist doctrine in the 
educational curriculum of _ the 
schools. The Associated Press re- 
ported recentiy that this stepped- 
up campaign to communize the 
East German school system has 
brought a mass flight of scientists 
and teachers to the West. More than 
60 prominent scientists, including 
many noted university professors, 
escaped to West Germany during 
the spring as a result of the re- 
vival of Marxist political pressure 
on East German schools. 


By mid-summer when the recent 
Communist party convened in East 
Germany, with all party top brass 
in attendance including Khrush- 
chev, it was reported by Otto Grote- 
wohl that the exodus of members 
of the intelligensia continued at an 
increasing rate. Walter Ulbricht, 
First Secretary of the party, advised 
that the party had to cooperate with 
scientists and educators “and pro- 
vide for them the restful conditions 
necessary for their scientific work.” 


Although the teachers and pro- 
fessors of East Germany were giv- 
en exceptionally high salaries and 
many privileges, especially those 
teaching science and conducting re- 
search, little headway had been 
made in winning their cooporation 
with the Communist aims. Increased 
atheistic propaganda has especially 
met with resistance by both teach- 
ers and students, reports the AP. 
The Communist party had even at- 
tempted to forbid educators from 
attending church services. As a re- 
sult of the exodus of the teachers, 
educational standards in East Ger- 
many are now lower than they have 
been in modern history —a situa- 
tion that has plunged the Reds into 
an even greater dilemma in view of 
the Communist drive to attain 
world leadership in science. 


The Mideast Situation -- Then and Now 


ms Ls 4 





You have seen this drawing before — in Between The Lines, March 1, 1957. We re-run it 
here to emphasize that the turmoil in the Mideast has been long brewing — and that our 
readers have been kept informed of the threat implicit in the policy of pouring oil money and 
armaments into the hands of puppet Mideast regimes while leaving the ragged dispossessed 
exposed to the revolutionary forces that have now come to full fruit. 








“Journey Into Light should 
be used as a textbook for uni- 
versal education,” wrote a doc- 
tor from Cleveland who ordered 
extra copies of the editor’s new 
book. “It should be in everyone’s 
hands.” Many other readers have 
ordered extra copies to use for 
group study classes or as gifts. 


Journey Into Light by Charles A. Wells 
is a study of the long search for truth in 
a world darkened by dogma, and an ex- 
amination of First Century Christianity as 
the only solution for the moral dilemmas of 
the nuclear age. A handsome hard-cover 
book with illustrations by the author. Priced 
at $2.50 postpaid. Order from Between 








The Lines Press, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


HEN THE ADAMS-GOLDFINE CASE first rocked Washington, 

that large portion of the press which is GOP dominated gave re- 
assurances that “Things aren’t as bad as in mink-coat deep-freezer days of 
Truman.” Then, after the Adams-Goldfine disclosures were conceded, the 
White House-GOP defense switched to “Everybody’s doing it.” Hadn’t 
Harry Truman and his daughter each accepted a Ford car? And Franklin 
Roosevelt’s office was cluttered with gifts. 


BUT REMINDING THE PUBLIC of the history of White House 
gifts backfired when some irascible reporters started to list the gifts re- 
ceived at the Eisenhower farm at Gettysburg — including three tractors, 
one worth $4,000, a corn planter and a disc harrow, not to mention 55 
head of prize cattle, a pony and a stallion, 400 nut trees and other ex- 
pensive nursery stock. The Gettysburg farm kitchen is a handsome mech- 
anized model donated by a leading electrical manufacturer. (Washington 
Post, June 20.) At this point the GOP tried to recover the situation by 
demonstrating that White House gifts are an “old American custom,” so 
Ike made an unexpected visit to Mt. Vernon where he was photographed 
alongside a sword someone had given to Gen. Washington! 


We are asked to view Sherman Adams’ trophies in perspective. 
But are we to believe that the men and corporations who made a million- 
aire’s showplace of the Gettysburg farm were told, “We never heard of 
you” by the White House phone operators when they asked to speak to 
someone in the White House official family? But for the protective atti- 
tude towards the Eisenhower Administration by the GOP-dominated press, 
and the necessity for political compromise, the whole system of influence- 
peddling and seduction of Government officials by corporate wealth would 
have blown sky high. For you'll note that when Democratic leaders of the 
Congressional inquiry ran into odoriferous business deals that linked Gold- 
fine to the Truman regime, the probing slackened, and GOP members of 
the committee were able to make compromises; thus the records of Gold- 
fine’s most questionable manipulations, both recent and past, were swept 
under the carpet. We are sure that Eisenhower and Truman are men of 
integrity, but few citizens realize the extent to which the power of industry 
and corporate wealth, in subtle forms, dictates to our democracy. 


THE SCREEN OF MYSTERY still surrounds the distribution of 
$750,000 worth of drafts and cashier’s checks, originally bought by Gold- 
fine — credits that can be used as collateral or realized at their cash value 
at any propitious moment. This gives an inkling of the edifice of political 
influence which the Goldfine interests have built, and it appears that no 
one — from the President down through the ranks of both parties — wants 
the lid lifted. Likewise the admission before the Congressional inquiry 
that the illegal mislabeling of Goldfine textiles had continued flagrantly 
because of the intervention of the manufacturer’s friends in official jobs, 

How much of this mislabeling was related to Government con- 
tracts for textiles for the armed services is also a carefully guarded secret, 


for such a situation means open connivance with rather high ranking 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Peace Tax 

A bill being presented to Con- 
gress by Rep. Edith Green of Ore- 
gon proposes that taxpayers be per- 
mitted to designate that two per 
cent of their income tax be turned 
over to the United Nations for eco- 
nomic aid. This percentage would 
be subtracted from the amount of 
each citizen’s tax that would other- 
wise go to military appropriations. 

This Peace Tax proposal originat- 
ed with Rev. Edward Goodman of 
Seattle who has secured the endorse- 
ment of many church organizations, 
legal bodies and official groups. The 
original proposal called for a 10 per 
cent deduction, giving the Ameri- 
can taxpayers the privilege of di- 
verting from the U. S. military 
budget to the UN up to 10 per cent 
of personal (not corporate) income 
taxes. The Peace Tax is to be used 
by the UN in self-help (not give- 
away) projects that provide more 
food, health, education and general 
welfare for needy nations which 
are willing to pay at least one- 
fourth of the cost. 

In Rep. Green’s bill, it is pro- 
posed that the difference in the 
budget resulting from peace tax 
reductions be made up by the cur- 
tailment of business entertainment 
expenditures allowed in individual 
income tax reports. The promoters 
of the Peace Tax proposals had 
hoped that the issue would thus be 
drawn between the peaceful work 
of the UN and the futility of spend- 
ing more billions for armaments 
that cannot possibly defend or guar- 
antee peace. They will continue to 
urge that the two per cent proposal 
be increased to 10 per cent. 

Will peace rate as high as profits 
on defense contracts or business 
entertainment? For information on 
the Peace Tax proposal, write Rev. 
Edward Goodman, 717 N. 36th 
Street, Seattle 3, Washington. 


ANTI-BIAS RENT LAW: A 
new, city-wide, anti-discrimination 
rental housing law went into effect 
in New York City recently — the 
first of its kind in the U. S. The 
law bars any restriction in renting 
property because of race, creed, or 
color. The law excludes one or two 
family dwellings. 

A Commission is being set up to 
administer the law with the hope 
of avoiding tensions and difficulties 
by a program of education and per- 
suasion among the city’s property 
owners. The Commission will make 
available technical, social and legal 
consultant services to assist prop- 
erty owners in meeting problems 
that the law might create. The Com- 
mission also has a program of con- 
ference, conciliation and mediation 
to secure voluntary compliance. 
Literature with information about 
the law is being distributed to civic 
organizations, real estate groups, 
schools and to the public in general. 














School Solutions 

A new “lay reader” plan to tap 
some of America’s unused talent 
and training for  short-staffed 
schools is under experiment by the 
Educational Testing Service in 
Princeton, N. J., the national re- 
search organization that supervises 
college board examinations. 

This plan would enlist house- 
wives who are college graduates to 
read and annotate high school Eng- 
lish papers. There are many college- 
trained women in every community 
who are unable to take regular jobs 
while their children are small, yet 
who want to use their skill and are 
glad to earn extra money. The ex- 
periment, under the direction of 
ETS, is being financed by the Fund 
for the Advancement of Education, 
a Ford Foundation affiliate. 

Paul B. Diederich of the ETS re- 
search division explained, “By 1965 
most high school English teachers 
will probably be teaching five 
classes a day, with forty or more 
students in each. Every time they 
give a writing assignment to all 
their classes, there will be 200 pa- 
pers to grade and annotate . . . The 
best rate that highly qualified read- 
ers are able to maintain is an aver- 
age. of six papers, three to six 
pages long, per hour. Thus the most 
conscientious English teacher, read- 
ing papers between eight and ten 
each school night, would need three 
weeks and two days to finish those 
200 papers.” 

Because of this time element, 
many hard-pressed teachers have 
been assigning fewer papers. Yet 
the lack of writing experience by 
high school students has been a 
serious flaw in American education 
in the recent past. But more written 
work won't be possible without aid 
in correcting papers. The lay readers 
get about 25¢ per paper. 

VOLUNTEERS are being used 
in certain areas for non-teaching 
school work, their services largely 
recruited from women’s groups. In 
an overcrowded school in New 
York City where the library was 
neglected because of more pressing 
duties facing the teachers, a group 
of volunteers came in, sorted and 
indexed the books, redecorated the 
walls, served on shifts as librarians. 

Other volunteers with special 
skills in music, arts and crafts can 
also be used to help overburdened 
teachers. Special language help for 
Mexican or Puerto Rican students 
can often be given by volunteers 
while the room teacher concentrates 
on the rest of the class. Volunteers 
also do office work. 

In a large school system, a full- 
time director of volunteer school 
aides can organize and direct their 
efforts for maximum efficiency. In 
smaller schools, a volunteer with 
school experience can coordinate 
such a program. 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


military officials. And military contracts and the profits derived from such 
contracts appear to be sacrosanct. As every informed reader knows, when 
notorious crooks have been found tied in with the production of military 
goods and profits, Congressional investigators usually fire a few barbs 
across political lines — but not at the Pentagon .. . . Then the fly-by-night 
manufacturers of service caps, shoes, pants, often of inferior quality at 
high prices, are left free to change the names and addresses of their com- 
panies and start seeking new contracts through “friends in Washington.” 

FURTHER CONFIRMATION of this situation can be found in 
the report to Congress by the Comptroller General of the U. S. Govern- 
ment after World War II that a sampling of war production contracts re- 
vealed that over a half billion dollars in illegal and excess profits had been 
discovered in just those contracts that were reviewed. After a flurry of in- 
dignation, one or two well-known corporations returned a few millions in 
excess profits; then official interest waned and nothing more was done, 
though the Comptroller General has brought the half billion dollar claims 
before Congress on other occasions. The false values and irresponsibility 
bred by the huge and often reckless spending required by modern mili- 
tarism is proving too much for the moral nature of man. Our political and 
business life is being corrupted and even Congress is unwilling to pass a 
law that provides an ethical code for its own members. The future seems 
to rest in the conscience of individual citizens — and in the will and pur- 
poses of God, which are the forces that finally govern man’s fate. 


EW INFLATIONARY TRENDS AND YOUR BUDGET: “Grim 

faced” officials were reported around the White House the morning 
the U. S. Marines entered Lebanon. But at the Pentagon there was also a 
new alacrity and a mood of “electrifying action”—in the military procure- 
ment offices and around Washington headquarters for the plane, missile, 
ship and submarine builders. Financial pages in the papers — with amaz- 
ing frankness — ran such headlines as “Defense Issues (stocks of cor- 
porations that provide war materials) Lead Stock Lists to New ’58 High.” 
(N. Y. Herald Tribune, July 18.) Across your calendar for 1958 you can 
write, “So ended the recession of ’57-’58.” 

A STATE OF “PATRIOTIC EMERGENCY” has been re-es- 
tablished which makes taxes, budgets, costs, jobs become secondary. With- 
out real war, our great air, sea and land forces are all on the move, con- 
suming immense quantities of goods and supplies, Enlarged orders for 
planes, missiles, ships are already in the hopper. This will mean a produc- 
tion boom in many lines, more profits, more jobs. But it will also mean 
higher taxes and cheaper dollars. Those who do not have the lush tax 
loopholes or tax allowances enjoyed by many industries will feel the pinch. 
The dollar has already shrunk to 39¢ since 1940, and a number of econo- 
mists see the dollar shrinking to 25¢ if this new state of “patriotic 
emergency” prevails many months. 


IN THE MEANTIME, the leading industries continue to oppose 
lowered prices as they stand on the highest profit peaks in history. And 
the large labor unions, watching living costs continue to mount, naturally 
will not relent on their wage demands. 


BEFORE THE MIDEAST CRISIS intervened, the slow sales in 
the auto market, in household equipment, the oil and gas surpluses were 
just about to force a price break in many lines. A more stable competitive 
market with price trends tilting downward and some labor unions be- 
ginning to reconsider their wage positions appeared to be on the way. But, 
at least until after the elections, this healthier economic outlook will be 
cancelled out by the “patriotic emergency.” 


PRIVATE FINANCIAL COUNSELING SERVICES (which cost 
from $25 to $100 a year) are reporting this situation to their clients — but 
with a different emphasis, avoiding all reference to the political, military 
and moral overtones which this Newsletter and many laymen feel are the 
most important elements involved, even in our economic picture. The 
average business journal’s view is “We must all be united now in our na- 
tion’s great stand against international communism — and here’s how to 
make money while we do it.” But the gist of their advice is the recogni- 
tion of continued and rather steep inflationary trends, and the wisdom of 
turning all cash assets into enduring properties, either industrial stocks, 
especially in the mineral, chemical, electronic and nuclear development 
fields or in land and rental holdings, etc. While this Newsletter cannot 
interpret these trends in terms of the average reader’s environment, we 
do believe that our readers can, with these findings in mind, be more sharp- 
ly aware of what this changing atmosphere of our times will mean to them 


personally in their own situations. 








Pedagogy Extremists 


The bottleneck in the teacher 
shortage in many states is found in 
the state office of education which 
has devised a complex program of 
certification which requires teach- 
ers to take repetitious courses in 
pedagogy in order to qualify and 
then to repeat futile variations of 
these “education” courses during 
vacations to be eligible for promo- 
tions and raises. For the colleges of 
education at many large universities 
have built up top-heavy curriculums 
of pedagogical theory and how-to- 
teach courses along with a hierarchy 
concentrated on maintaining this 
structure intact. The faculties in 
these colleges of education, along 
with the educational associations, 
the state education boards and the 
education lobbies stand together to 
enforce strangling and often humil- 
iating programs of certification on 
teachers — programs that discour- 
age or repel promising students. 

Most alert-minded teachers them- 
selves resent this system but must 
conform in order to be certified. Ex- 
perienced teachers, when they move 
to a different state, must often take 
an extra year of these repetitious 
pedagogical courses in order to 
qualify in their new home area. 
And many a famous and successful 
college professor of science, math 
or language, who upon retirement 
had thought to help out in a short- 
staffed local high school, finds him- 
self not “qualified” to teach! 

What are the educational re- 
quirements for teachers in your 
state? Of course all citizens recog- 
nize the need for teaching tech- 
niques. But do these pedagogical 
courses overbalance the require- 
ments for general education and 
special training in a major subject? 

This situation is an important 
civic problem on which to in- 
form yourself — especially if you 
have had teaching experience. A 
faculty wife at the University of 
Florida in Gainesville, who former- 
ly taught in New Hampshire and 
New Jersey, wrote an article on 
this subject for Atlantic Month- 
ly, April, 1958-— What Strangles 
American Teaching: The Certifica- 
tion Racket by Lydia Stout. Your 
local library should have a file of 
the Atlantic Monthly. 





The editor’s trip to Russia and 
Eastern Europe had to be post- 
poned, as we reported in our July 
issue. The reason, the immediate 
need for major bone surgery; this 
operation was entirely successful. 
Unfortunately, however, Mr. Wells 
contracted postoperative pneumonia 
which kept him in the hospital for 
several extra weeks. Complete re- 
covery is now assured. This explains 
the slight delay in getting this issue 
to our subscribers. 


